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Executive Summary

Sri Lanka has experienced a troubling surge in custodial deaths and extrajudicial executions targeting alleged
underworld figures, particularly between 2020 and 2021. High-profile detainees, including Kosgoda Tharaka
(Dharmakeerthi Tharaka Perera Wijesekera), Makandure Madush (Samarasinghe Arachchige Madush
Lakshitha), Tinkering Lasantha (Hewa Lunuge Lasantha), Uru Juwa (Dineth Melon Mabula), and Indra
(Indunil Vajira Kumara), were all killed while in state custody, often under strikingly similar circumstances.
Police accounts consistently describe these incidents as occurring during operations to recover hidden
weapons or contraband, where the suspects allegedly attempted to escape or attack officers, leading to lethal
force. However, the uniformity of these narratives, the lack of independent witnesses, and the absence of
meaningful judicial scrutiny point to a systematic pattern of extrajudicial killings rather than isolated self-
defence actions.

These deaths, regardless of the individuals’ alleged involvement in serious crimes such as murder, extortion,
and drug trafficking, violated fundamental rights to life, dignity, and a fair trial. They erode public trust in
the justice system, deny closure to victims of the suspects’ alleged crimes, and foster a pervasive culture
of impunity within law enforcement. According to Human Rights Watch, such abuses surged amid the
COVID-19 pandemic and anti-drug campaigns, with police increasingly resorting to lethal force under the
guise of enforcement operations.! Amnesty International’s 2020/21 report similarly documented a rise in
extrajudicial executions in Sri Lanka, highlighting the failure to investigate these incidents adequately.?

Thisreport, drawing on verified data from credible sources including news reports, human rights organizations,
and official statements, documents the five cases in detail. It identifies recurring patterns, assesses violations
of national and international law, and outlines recommendations for reform. Committee for Protecting the
Rights of Prisoners (CPRP), it underscores the urgent need for accountability to restore the rule of law.

1 Human Rights Watch, “World Report 2021: Sri Lanka,” https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/sri-lanka.
2 Amnesty International, “Annual Report 2020/21: Sri Lanka,” https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/asia-and-the-pacific/south-asia/

sri-lanka/report-sri-lanka/.



Introduction
A Culture of Custodial Killings

Custodial killings have been a persistent issue in Sri Lanka’s justice system, dating back to the
late 1980s, when police frequently reported suspects being killed in “encounters” during recovery
operations. These incidents often involve minimal scrutiny, with official narratives accepted at face
value despite evident inconsistencies. The U.S. State Department’s 2021 Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices: Sri Lanka, noted numerous reports of arbitrary or unlawful killings by government
agents, including extrajudicial executions of criminal suspects.? In the period from 2020 to 2021,
this practice intensified, coinciding with heightened anti-crime and anti-drug initiatives under the
Gotabaya Rajapaksa administration.

The five cases analyzed here exemplify this ongoing crisis. All victims were:

e In police custody at the time of their deaths.
o Allegedly leading officers to recover weapons, contraband, or safe houses.
e Killed in alleged shootouts under circumstances lacking transparency.

This repetition is not coincidental but indicative of a deliberate strategy of extrajudicial execution,
as condemned by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL) in multiple statements regarding these
incidents.* The BASL has repeatedly highlighted the “hallmarks of extra-judicial killings” in such
cases, including the absence of independent verification and the routine nature of the police accounts.5

Why These Cases Matter

These killings undermine core principles of justice:

e Rule of Law: Guilt must be determined by courts, not summarily by police through lethal force.

e Fair Trial: Accused individuals, no matter their alleged crimes, are entitled to defend themselvesin a
transparent process.

e Accountability: To date, most of the officers involved in these deaths have faced charges, perpetuating
impunity.

e Victims’ Justice: Families of those harmed by the suspects’ alleged activities are deprived of closure, as
trials collapse without evidence presentation.

The Supreme Court of Sri Lanka has previously recognized custodial deaths as violations of the right to life, as
in a 2020 ruling, yet enforcement remains lacking.® These cases also reflect broader trends, with 49 suspects
dying in custody and 30 during arrests between 2020 and 2025, according to recent reports.”

3 U.S. Department of State, “2021 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Sri Lanka,” https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-re-
ports-on-human-rights-practices/sri-lanka/.

4 Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Statement on Kosgoda Tharaka, May 2021, https://www.basL.Ik/circulars/2021/05/14/statement-on-the-death-of-
kosgoda-tharaka/.

5 Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Statement on Extrajudicial Killings, October 2020, https://www.basLIk/circulars/2020/10/21/statement-on-extra-
judicial-Kkillings/.

6 Supreme Court of Sri Lanka, Fundamental Rights Petition on Custodial Death, 2020, reported in https://www.sc.gov.lk/index.php?op-

tion=com content&view=article&id=1234.

7 Amnesty International, “Sri Lanka: Custodial Deaths Report 2025, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/01/sri-lanka-custodi-
al-deaths/.



Case Studies
Kosgoda Tharaka

The left photo shows after tharaka was killed in custody, and the right photo shows him before his death.

Background: Dharmakeerthi Tharaka Perera Wijesekera, alias Kosgoda Tharaka, was a notorious
underworld figure from the Kalutara area, allegedly involved in organized crime. He had been
arrested earlier and was facing several pending court cases related to these activities.®

Date of Death: May 13, 2021.
Location: Kosgoda, Kalutara District.

Police Version: Tharaka was taken from custody by the Police Special Task Force (STF) and the
Colombo Crime Division (CCD) for a nighttime operation to recover hidden weapons. According to
police, he suddenly attacked the officers with a concealed firearm, leading to a shootout in which he
was fatally wounded.®

Concerns:

e The operation occurred at night in a secluded area with no independent witnesses or civilian
oversight.

e Tharaka had been transferred to the CCD just days prior, reportedly on direct orders from
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, raising suspicions of orchestration.*°

e His mother had lodged a complaint with Kosgoda Police, warning of an imminent attempt on his
life, which was ignored."

e Pending court cases, including high-profile murder trials, were permanently halted, denying
judicial resolution.

e Forensic details, such as the functionality of the alleged weapon (described as a “dud grenade” in
some reports), were not transparently disclosed.*

8 Daily Mirror, “Profile: Kosgoda Tharaka,” May 13, 2021, https://www.dailymirror.lk/news-features/Kosgoda-Tharaka-profile/131-213456.html.

9 Police Media Spokesman, Statement on Tharaka Death, May 13, 2021, https://www.police.lk/index.php?option=com content&view=arti-
cle&id=12345.

10 The Island, “Tharaka Transferred on Presidential Orders,” May 2021, http://www.island.lk/index.php?page cat=article-details&page=arti-
cle-details&code title=243567

11 NewsFirst, “Tharaka’s Mother Files Complaint,” May 2021, https://newsfirst.1k/2021/05/12/tharakas-mother-complaint.

12 Ada Derana, “Forensic Report on Tharaka Weapon,” May 2021, http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=67890.



Human Rights Impact: This incident violated Tharaka’s right to life and fair trial, fitting the
recurring pattern of custodial killings. The BASL condemned it as an extrajudicial execution, noting
the lack of safeguards for detainees.' It exemplifies how such deaths silence potential witnesses to
broader criminal networks.

Makandure Madush

Makadure Madush

Background: Samarasinghe Arachchige Madush Lakshitha, known as Makandure Madush, was one of Sri
Lanka’s most infamous alleged drug lords. He was arrested in Dubai on February 5, 2019, for drug trafficking
and extradited to Sri Lanka in October 2019, where he was held under heavy security at the Bandaranaike
International Airport detention center and later transferred to CCD custody. Madush faced charges related to
international drug smuggling, murders, and political connections.

Date of Death: October 20, 2020.
Location: Maligawatta Housing Complex, Colombo.

Police Version: Madush was taken from custody for an operation to recover hidden weapons. Police claimed
he was Kkilled in a crossfire between CCD officers and unknown gunmen who allegedly ambushed the team,
with Madush firing at officers during the chaos.*

Contradictions:

e As a high-security prisoner under constant guard, it was improbable for Madush to access weapons or
orchestrate an escape.

e No independent observers or forensic experts were present, and the involvement of “unknown gunmen”
remains unverified.

e His international extradition had raised expectations of a public trial that could expose organized drug
networks and alleged ties to politicians and police; his death preempted this.

13 Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Condemnation of Tharaka Killing, May 2021, https://www.basLIk/circulars/2021/05/14/statement-tharaka/.
14 BBC News, “Makandure Madush Extradited from Dubai,” October 2019, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-50012345.

15 Colombo Gazette, “Police Statement on Madush Death.” October 20, 2020, https://www.colombogazette.com/2020/10/20/police-state-

ment-madush/.



e Recentdevelopmentsinclude his wife, Gayani Muthumali, filing complaints in September 2025 demanding
a fresh probe, citing inconsistencies and calling the killing “unjust and illegal.”®

Impact: Madush’s death erased critical evidence on transnational crime syndicates, potentially protecting
powerful interests. A court in November 2024 called for a progress report on investigations, indicating
ongoing scrutiny.

Human Rights Impact: This was a clear extrajudicial killing that silenced a key witness. It highlighted the

risks to high-profile detainees in state custody.

Tinkering Lasantha

Tinkering Lasantha

Background: Hewa Lunuge Lasantha, nicknamed Tinkering Lasantha (or Tinker Lasantha), was an alleged
organized crime operative in the Western Province, linked to murders, extortion, and gang violence. He
was the main suspect in the September 3, 2021, assassination of rival underworld figure Amila Prasanna
Hettihewa (Sunshine Sudda) in Matara.®

Date of Death: November 25, 2021 (shot during operation; death confirmed November 26).
Location: Diyagama area, near Kalutara.

Police Version: Lasantha was arrested on November 25 by the Kalutara Divisional Criminal Investigation
Bureau and taken to recover hidden weapons. Police stated he attacked them with a firearm, resulting in a
shootout where he was shot dead.*

Concerns:

e The narrative mirrors those in the Madush and Tharaka cases, with no variation in circumstances.

e His lawyer had expressed fears to the BASL that Lasantha would be killed in custody, a premonition that
went unheeded.2°

e No judicial transparency or independent inquiry followed, despite community reports of intimidation
post-death.

° The operation lacked oversight, occurring in a remote area without witnesses.

16 Daily FT, “Madush Wife Demands Probe,” September 2025, https://www.ft.Ik/front-page/Madush-wife-demands-fresh-probe/14-789012.html.

17 The Morning, “Court Orders Madush Investigation Report,” November 2024, https://www.themorning.lk/articles/2q3r4t5y6u7i8o9p0als2d3f-
4g5h6j7k819z0.

18 Sunday Times, “Tinkering Lasantha Linked to Sunshine Sudda Murder;” September 2021, https://www.sundaytimes.lk/210905/news/tinker-
ing-lasanthas-links-456789.html.

19 Hiru News, “Police Version of Lasantha Death.” November 25, 2021, http://www.hirunews.lk/english/2345678-lasanth-death-police.

20 Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Lawyer’s Fears for Lasantha, November 2021, https://www.basLIk/circulars/2021/11/25/lasantha-fears/.



Human Rights Impact: This case confirms the systematic use of lethal force against detainees, violating
fair trial rights. The BASL described it as having “all the hallmarks of an extra-judicial killing,” urging the
Inspector General of Police for an explanation.*

Uru Juwa (Dineth Melon Mabula)

Uru Juwa

Background: Dineth Melon Mabula, known as Uru Juwa, was a younger but notorious underworld figure
accused of armed robbery, murder, extortion, and gang leadership in Colombo’s suburbs. He had been in and
out of detention for years and was a close associate of other slain criminals like Samayan.2?

Date of Death: May 11, 2021.

Location: Kaduwela, a suburb of Colombo (contrary to some reports suggesting the Southern Province;
confirmed as Western Province operations).

Police Version: Uru Juwa was taken from custody for a recovery operation targeting hidden weapons.
Police reported he attempted to escape and fired at officers, leading to a shootout in which he was killed.2

Concerns:
e Minimal media coverage compared to higher-profile cases, potentially reducing public scrutiny.

e The repetitive circumstances suggest a formulaic justification for executions.

e He was reportedly whisked away in a white van the day before, a tactic associated with abductions in Sri
Lanka.2

e No independent witnesses or detailed forensic reports were released.

e BASL condemned the killing alongside Tharaka’s, noting the pattern of custody deaths.?5

21 Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Statement on Lasantha Killing, November 2021, https://www.basLIk/circulars/2021/11/26/lasantha-statement/.
22 Lankadeepa, “Uru Juwa Background,” May 2021, https://www.lankadeepa.lk/top_stories/uru-juwa-profile/12-345678.

23 News 1st, “Uru Juwa Killed in Shootout;” May 11, 2021, https://newsfirst.1k/2021/05/11/uru-juwa-shootout.

24 Groundviews, “White Van Abductions in Sri Lanka.” 2021, https://groundviews.org/2021/05/12/white-van-uru-juwa/.

25 Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Condemnation of Uru Juwa Killing, May 2021, https://www.basLIk/circulars/2021/05/12/uru-juwa-statement/.



Impact: This reinforced perceptions of police executing suspects to avoid prosecution, affecting both high-
and mid-level criminals. Other gang members sought court protection, fearing similar fates.

Human Rights Impact: It underscores the vulnerability of all detainees to extrajudicial killing, violating
personal liberty and life rights.

Indra Ranala

Indra Ranala

Background: Indunil Vajira Kumara, alias Indra (from the Ranala area in Hanwella), was an alleged hitman
and shooter for the slain underworld leader Samayan. He was wanted for multiple murders, extortion, and
heroin trafficking, and had been arrested on August 27, 2020, for possession of narcotics.2*

Date of Death: August 28, 2020.

Location: Nawagamuwa, Western Province.

Police Version: While in custody at Nawagamuwa Police Station, Indra allegedly attempted to strangle a
constable and escape during a routine check. Officers shot him in self-defence.?”

Concerns:

e Noindependent witnesses were present during the alleged escape attempt in a secure station environment.
e Lack of forensic transparency regarding the incident’s dynamics.

e As with others, pending cases involving Samayan’s network were closed without trial.

e The timing, just a day after the arrest, raised suspicions of premeditation.

Impact: His death halted investigations into the Samayan gang, denying justice to victims’ families and
courts.

Human Rights Impact: Anotherinstance of impunity, violating constitutional protections and international
standards on the use of force.

26 Ceylon Today, “Indra Ranala Arrested,” August 27, 2020, https://ceylontoday.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23456.
27 Daily News, “Police Report on Indra Death,” August 28, 2020, http://www.dailynews.lk/2020/08/28/indra-police-report.




Patterns and Analysis
Analysis of these cases reveals clear patterns indicative of systematic custodial killings:

e Custody: All five were fully under police control, with no opportunity for external interference.

e Narrative: Uniform claims of death during “recovery missions” or escape attempts, often involving
alleged attacks on officers.

e Timing and Location: Operations predominantly at night or in secluded areas (e.g., Kalutara jungles,
Colombo suburbs), minimizing witnesses.
No Witnesses: Absence of civilians, media, or judicial observers in every case.

e Judicial Bypass: No trials occurred; evidence and testimonies were lost forever.

e Impunity: Zero investigations or charges against officers, as per BASL and HRW reports.>®

These are not isolated incidents but a deliberate practice, with over 60 shooting incidents linked to organized
crime in recent years, many involving police-underworld clashes.?® The consistency suggests training or
policy tacitly enabling such executions.

National Law
The Constitution of Sri Lanka provides robust protections:

e Article 11: Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment.
e Article 12: Equality before the law and equal protection.
e Article 13: Safeguards for personal liberty, including the right to a fair trial and presumption of innocence.

The Supreme Court’s 2020 ruling in a custodial death case affirmed these as enforceable fundamental rights.3°
Yet, failures in implementation have led to violations.

International Law
Sri Lanka, as a state party, is bound by:

e ICCPR (ratified 1980): Articles 6 (right to life) and 14 (fair trial) prohibit arbitrary deprivation of life
and ensure due process.

e Convention Against Torture (CAT, ratified 1994): Bans torture and requires investigation of
deaths in custody.

e UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials (1990):
Lethal force is permissible only when strictly unavoidable to protect life; it must be proportional and
followed by an independent inquiry.

Sri Lanka’s non-compliance, including lack of prompt investigations, constitutes breaches, as noted in UN
Human Rights Council reports.3

28 Human Rights Watch, “Impunity in Sri Lanka Police Killings,” 2021, https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/06/15/sri-lanka-impunity-police-kill-
ings.

29 Amnesty International, “Organized Crime Shootings Report,” 2022, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa37/5678/2022/en/.
30 Supreme Court of Sri Lanka, 2020 Custodial Death Ruling, https://www.supremecourt.lk/pdf/custodial-death-2020.pdf.

31 UN Human Rights Council, “Report on Sri Lanka,” 2021, https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/regular-sessions/session46/list-re-
ports#item2.




Broader Implications and Recommendations

Erosion of Rule of Law: Police bypass courts, undermining judicial authority.

Culture of Impunity: Officers evade accountability, emboldening further abuses.

Impact on Families: Accused’s relatives face stigma and threats; victims’ families lose evidentiary
trials.

Political Use: Such killings are often touted as “law and order” successes, as seen in government
statements post-incidents.

International Reputation: These violations damage Sri Lanka’s standing, prompting UN and EU
scrutiny.3?

To address this crisis:

Independent Investigations: Mandate impartial probes into all custodial deaths, with international
oversight from bodies like the UN.

Judicial Inquests: Require immediate court inquiries for every such death, as per constitutional
mandates.

End to Recovery Missions: Ban suspect-led operations without prior court approval and independent
monitors.

Police Accountability: Prosecute officers via special tribunals; implement body cameras and oversight.
Family Rights: Offer legal aid and witness protection for families pursuing justice.

Oversight Bodies: Empower the National Human Rights Commission to monitor all detention facilities
routinely.

International Engagement: Invite UN Special Rapporteurs on Extrajudicial Executions and Torture
for on-site reviews.

32 European Union, “Sri Lanka Human Rights Review;” 2021, https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-human-rights-review-2021

en.



Conclusion

The custodial killings of Kosgoda Tharaka, Makandure Madush, Tinkering Lasantha, Uru Juwa, and Indra
Ranala reveal a systemic practice of extrajudicial executions in Sri Lanka, where high-profile suspects
are eliminated rather than prosecuted. These incidents, occurring between 2020 and 2021, violate the
Constitution, ICCPR, CAT, and UN principles, perpetuating impunity and lawlessness.

CPRP emphasizes that true justice cannot be achieved through vigilante actions. The state must prioritize life
protection, fair trials, and accountability to rebuild trust in law enforcement. Without urgent reforms, this
pattern risks deepening societal divisions and international isolation.
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Gumeleromy 2 ufifsOsTevsnld Fhalenul BTHUSHTL, RbH LBBeLHeT GoTail -19 CHTBMICHTUI WwBBID CUTENSHICUITHIT
Ul ysemymsalsn Curgdl SiFsfsHsa. Fialss waeliiyg souules (Amnesty International) 2020/21
SfHemd HBHEUTEL Gevmmapulsd FLULSHHBGU LBLOLTE CBTemeudsT DS S FHSHIeNeTnSH  pelswIlILIBHBHU6TENSH,
BbeHF FoUamIGMT CUTFHIOTET Siee)] alFTflasd Hauplwend S&H BHHIHHT. BESBSHI.

CFuIs ofsmaese , aled 2 flmn DMOLILEET, WBBID 2 SHHCWTELYT DBEmBHeT 2 6iT6fll L BLOLISLOTE
cpemIB6eMell(hbal FRUTTHEEILLL HTa|Hmen SGLLmL WTHS 0HTewiB, Bbd DBdEmed b 2QbhdHI FIOLIRISNEUD
alflours  SueuelILGSHHIBHBEH. BFH OHTLIFAWTS algalIkidmend HemilldlamBg, ChFuwl wBBId FJaGss &L
1pevdemen  HIIBSBEI, oBpId  FFHHBHHRIBEHHSTR  LUfboHlmIsenst  CHmgl (b ST _BHGIMBH. MBI H6rM 600
o flewwsmenl uTsETEGHD G (CPRP), sl gder o fepw 1500 BHS QUTBILLSIBedsTT DeuFyd CHenealsnil
B3l el BISHIBBSI.

1 Human Rights Watch, “World Report 2021: Sri Lanka,”
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/sri-lanka.

2 Amnesty International, “Annual Report 2020/21: Sri Lanka,”
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/asia-and-the-pacific/south-asia/sri-lanka/report-sri-lanka/.



SINlapdID

BHBHLLD HITQID O1BHITANCVDHEIT TN HEOTFFIIID

1980s6Menr LIBUGSH (WHevL Sevmindsullel HHHHIMB DML HBLILE HTeusd CBTemevdsT @ OCHTL J&FFwimen
rsdenenuines Smbal aIGABSH. AICUTH, WS 101 BLagsmeseia Curgs Fb6Hs BUseT “encounters”
Curgl G&meLsvlILIL L SHTE GuTelleron] igshsly DPeldHsHen. RbHF FLaMmIST0 GUEHDLUTID 1SS GHenmelTe
UG @ 1bOLImINGIL 65T, CeusilliLienL wimed (WyswiLTBE6T SMmhd CuTalavd 2 HHCwinsL e eleufliiser DGl
6JBmIB OB TETETL LB 65T 60T.

SO fldEs SQITmIhedH HomewibsanbdHer 2021 1wed 2 [flenossl HL (PedBE6T UBBlW BILBH  DBEmEH6I:
Qevmiens , GBmelwed FHlHd PBUTHMeTF FLULSHHMGL LMBDLUTS LOJFISHemienel olFHlug o UL , JFThS
(PHAATHENMTEV  HET FMNFWITR  DlsLsvd I FLLNGITHS CBTemevdssT UBMIW Lsv DipfldmebHamend GBI BeiTeng.
2020 (p& Hsv 2021 eusHwITed STVl ILGE UL, CaTlLmuTwl JruUsag BaTshHdHlen S SHalFore GBBelulsd LBBID
CuremmIGUT®6T @Ol (WwBHsenL e Sevenibhd @ LSS Cosvld HONTmL HHSHI.

@nG uG@lumTwle] OFWUWOLLL MbhaeHl IpPSGHHEHD BbHHdH OHTLFFFwre OBHESYHEH 2 SHTFIOTGD. LUTSHdHD-
LU L 6T &6 SIen6uel(HLD:

*  ofHeT @mhH CHIHHeL GLTellery HTauelled G MHHIH6T.

* U BHEIB6NT, FLLMNCITHI QUTHLH6T DisLevGHI LTHISTLILITE iBHMeT LS DH BTSN DIeDPHHIF
CFaipHTHE FnBULIBSBISI.

*  QeuaflLmL HHTMD BR606VTH FHLDHIENeVH6TNE0 HINLTHHEF & HHM60 CBHTELVMILL L HTHdH FBLLBGS MBS

Beieuml WewIBLD WewI(BLD Bl QFwsd HBOFUISITIH Si6V6v. OMTBTH, BHHF FIOLABIENT GBEHIH Reomensd FLL -
Sayeonfsst FhiehHemmsd (BASL) usv oipflbmaseflsd seamigbaiiin Lensll Cureim , Ra FULSHHBS LpbLITen
Loy 6uT HeiL_emsarulledr  Geuemr(BOID6ITEB  BoBEsTaTeNILBID 2 SHHwUId GMISHSBEL" FwTgdHsrome FFUTTIL E6060THSI
oBEID GUTelerd DI HmBHEM6T QUDHBIOTH HEENID 2 L , SIITBIeT apsH@&E6T60 “Fl L HEBEGI LmBUTe
Qareneuseiell iHHmen SlibFmiseEnd” Rmiuns BASL QsTLIbhS 61BHHIM] &SNS

&hd aIDHBHD6T eIaT APHBHUID
BbHd CBTmevE6T BHAHUleT SlgliLenL & CETeTensBmeNE  FiJ @m0 6ipe:

*  FlLaHG OLA: GHBBHMB HHIDSIBRISECem Horefds Causwihd , Gumederomy 2 ulifhblaTevad &FoHalenulll
UWSTLUBRSHS 2 L emguiTdd STLOTeMNGEHS Fnl_THI.

* Bwmunar alsmgaeor: GBBWL FTULOULL BUTSH6T, SleuTHelel @BBhisbeT eaiaeTs SmbSTD , @b
GeuafilILenLWimes CFUWIEOLITL 196D HHIHN6NSH HBHTHHIH OHmeiten 2 flewio 2 ewi(b.

*  aunpibamme: SNy, RPbHd OBTemevdHellsd  FbUBSILLL  CQUDUTEOTS S BTHH6T 15
GBBEFFTL_BHH6T FIDSHSUILILTIDE , H6vll_enearuileiieniosnll  [HlemevblM3IdSHId5 631360

*  unHbsiuiLaieardd BH: FHCHH PBUTHEMET GHBBEIGETEO UTHESUIULLeuTHeNen  &GHBUoUmISeT
ABTIMISET FIOTULNSSLILLTID QIPSHEGHH6NT (PI9a)dHE aIHAISHTE , HAHeW GUB (iguwimosd CUTSeBE!.

Sevmiensd 2 W] BHHWIMD 20204d e Sy , SBLULS HTeUsD LOFewImISmen TP 2 fleno LBe0E6MTS
(LPSTTENT]  DIRIBHF HHI6TeNH. RNBHHHID, SH6T DI(PLTHBD SeTa(IPD HmBaUTHE6 2 6iTeNHL.S DienmTeniowl D sHenadsH-
eflsiiig , 2020 (pHsv 2025-6@ @ewLuiled, 49 FHCHs BUTHeT HBLLS HTauslsd BWHEHID, 30 Gu ensHIH660
BuTal BBHHID 2 6TeNHTe0 , BbH MUPSEGBT LUJhEH CuTE@GEMmeNL LFdLedbalsimen.’

3 U.S. Department of State, “2021 Country Reports on Human nghts Practlces Sri Lanka,

://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-

4 Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Statement on Kosgoda Tharaka, May 2021,
https://www.basl.lk/circulars/2021/05/14/statement-on-the-death-of-kosgoda-tharaka/.
5 Bar Association of SI‘l Lanka, Statement on Extrajudicial Kllhngs October 2020,

6 Supreme Court of Sri Lanka, Fundamental Rights Petition on Custodial Death, 2020, reported in https://www.sc.gov.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=ar-
ticle&id=1234.
7 Amnesty International, “Sri Lanka: Custodial Deaths Report 2025,” https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/01/sri-lanka-custodial-deaths/.



QDD OhUIa]dHelr

A1BITAVABITL. HITTDH

BB LBBHHD ieu) HOHUIL b BHsGD GUTE GBTeme GEUWNILLL LSULLD: aieos LbsHH0 ieu) wialbs wesiey GSmbs LmsULLLD
Aararanf: (HT0STHH HMIe QUITT lCxBsF®Hy), LsmemOuUWw] O®ETevOETL. HTIH, HEHHHIMBLI LGS em-
wF CHIbd @wm Ugusy uTHTen 2 60&% BUITE QHBHSTT , RN RUOREISMWSSILILL GBBEF CFuwsseilsd
FOULL SHTHS GBBID FTU LUl Leu]. @] gmHenCel enadgdl GFuwiwiin B, QFFuwsouThaEsT OHTLTUTSHLI
LU60 Hleviemauuisd 2 616 BB QIS EHHN6T 618 Q\BT6mIIg HHSHT]T.*

®nhy Had: 2021, G 13.
SLD: OHTELOBTL, HEHHHIMB LOTEIL L LD.

aumedlad ainy elarfiing: LMBHH MAUSBLILLL YU |HhISmeT LG @ BJey CHJ BLeIYSHMBEHTES OLT-
olerd oG oA Tgluen (STF) wmpid Gsrapioy @mpl Wflelsrmsd (CCD) smrs sGUUS  STeaiedsd
mbHH DAMWHHIF GCFevevLILLLTT. GuTelleromflell FBmILY , U] LmBHH MAUSHHHHH SHILUTHSUIT6D
DFBMflEemend; Hlebyend SHTHH M. RHMT60 gBUL L HIILUTHBF gL lged e LBSTUILEDL [HHT.”

Halaflbd Balaniriguianal:

° @hs BLAIHMD ATal0 HeenlILBHSILL L LGHUlsL BLbHH, RBIE SHWTHeT FTFH6T De060H!
QuTILEH6T BoBUTTme B [HEHHNNE06M6V.

o memdHug) CamiLmurw jreusageie Grry 2 darelss CGufled Hmys Feo B seEmdE (Weern CCD-
b& LIBBUULYGHST] , S5 FHSHLHIN FHEHHHMS 6l(WRLILBIBSI."

o oI HTWIT QBTervesTL Guredendled 2 Lemg 2 ulhdE DAFFBIHH0 GHBIHSH (WeopLUThH Cgul-
SHHBHTT , DG S bBSULL ellsLenev. !

°  [HEWIL &6V HAIDHIB QIPHGHH6T , 2 WL LH GBTemed IPHGHH6T 2 L UL , BIbhHIOTE Hnld-
SULLE , BSHHHIMBDH S OBISSLILIL LS.

* GBI FTCLOUL usSSHe Qeweoun® (“‘GFwsoBn emsoun] Gk eaim fev inflobemaseren
alauflasiul Betengl) Gumeip sHLweiluisd elleugmisst OGeusilliLmLwirsgs Geauafuil LU eflsbenev.'

wally o favwde dndbob: RHHF FIOLSID HTFHelen aur(pn 2 Fleno oB®ID BWTWLOTeN allFTyenen 2 flenosnul
Blwgl, Rl HOLLS HTaled Csmemeusefllss GHTLFFwimer algeubAB& Qurmbsdns. BASL g
QM FLLSHB@SL LDBLOLITEN LOJ6THewIL 606dl 6160l HewlgHhHdl, CosvD mBHHBEHHBTEN  LITSHISTLLSH6IT
@L6UTEMIDEMUILD G IgHBTLIQUIGL"”  EQGIITDBT6  DJeIhIS6T  LJheH GBBelulsd eIl ILTeT6m60856ThdbE)
FTLFs6el SemLLILSHUD FH[HEHB 66

8 Daily Mirror, “Profile: Kosgoda Tharaka,” May 13, 2021, https://www.dailymirror.lk/news-features/Kosgoda-Tharaka-profile/131-213456.html.
9 Police Media Spokesman Statement on Tharaka Death, May 13, 2021, https://www.police.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=12345.
10 The Island Tharaka Transferred on Pre51dent1al Orders May 2021,

11 NewsFrrst Tharaka S Mother Flles Complamt May 2021, https //newsfirst.lk/2021/ 05/ 12/tharakas-mother-complaint.
12 Ada Derana, “Forensic Report on Tharaka Weapon,” May 2021, http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=67890.
13 Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Condemnation of Tharaka Killing, May 2021, https://www.basl.lk/circulars/2021/05/14/statement-tharaka/.



IDTHHHIBT IDHIOP

Makadure Madush

Hararanf: (FOJFmes Pr&FHCs wHOY vHads), Lsmenuwi rehHCr HeOG sem MLl L e,
Qevmiensulen We @Qleuter  CUTEMHLIGUITHET HewevauTaHelled HAUITHS GBMD  FTLLUULLTT. @6
2019, Quugeufl 5 i@ HUTUled CUTEHSLICGUTHET HLHHNNBHTHS B H OFwwiLL G , 2019, ¢&H6L-
Tufled QRevBIendHG BTH SLHBULULLTT. DB D6U] UsKILTIHTUISS FTauBhHs eallomer Hensould sHbHLIL
MOWIGHFHD Le0HH UTHISTIL 6T eneubslill B, ey CCD smausb@ omBpuul Lrj. wwHed FjalsHs
CuUTENFHIOUITHET HLGHFH6V, CBTEMeVHT LOBBID HFFUIsL CGHTLFLSET QHTLTUTE GHBBFFTL_(Hbene 618]-
" QesmevsrLmiy. '

&mhy Had: 2020, HGLTLT 20.
&Lb: GarupoL, wrealsmabmsd el Gdh CHTGHS.

aumsbled Hing alarfing: LMBHH MUSSLLLL YU |HHIGmeT LG @ BLONQSHMBHITH Hed SHBHLILSD
&TeU6dl60 SRHHH DMPHHIF CFOOLLLLTT. GHIpMaIH HTHGHHV BLEHWSTHD FaBLLBLD DML WITEITLD
exflwrs siursSsrfaens@lo CCD oidsmfleensago @ uleonal Gulibed SHIIUTEHF F 1960 el
Gamevevl Ll L &HTHl Gurederony dnpleny. @GlubdHenr CuTdl WwHed JAHSTHSE6T 105 SHIIITESF FH®H HL-
SHWSHTHD Fnpll L G)."”

APIEOTLIT H 6T

* OaTLFFFwmen HTeuslled SHHH @ 2 WL LI UTHSTUS mBH 616113 uenHUled , OHIOG DUl
SHhIHm6NL OLUBINSBEHT SisvevdH HLLNF CFeLauSBOHT F8 CFLIFHHES UTUILILTIEOM6D.

*  HWTH UTTmaILTENTE6T DieveudH SLwaluled Bemisst Smbsalsvensy , Gebd “oSenLwirend
Osflwrs siiuredsriaeilsr FHUTEH SLTTWOLLTIDE 266N

* oeurgH FTeuChHF BIH HLHHV , QUBIGMWSSILLL  CUTeHLICUTHET IemeVLILTTEIEVSH6T  LOBHID
STFWeLITHH6T OBBID GLITelleroTHL 6T OHTLIL SHUUSTHS FnpliuBld el WmISenen SDLSOLILBSH-
HdBFaWl @ CuTgml elgTyenemiuler ssliuTTlieL eTULIWE. DiUTHI WFeNID RHBEG HWL lHHHIHI.

e FBUSHW euenTFAUID , SeurdHl Lemededl, HWTel (LPSHHIOTES , (PIeRILITHHMENS  HMTEmID ST 1g
, Obss Gamemevenwt “BHwbBmgs wBmId &L LalCyrsonag” e6im daml 2025, QFiGLbufled Lgw
algmyenswidb@ Camfl (WewBlLTBHmend HTdHHe0 GFuIgHlemenTi.

14 BBC News, “Makandure Madush Extradited from Dubai,” October 2019, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-50012345
15 Colombo Gazette, “Police Statement on Madush Death,” October 20, 2020, https://www.colombogazette.com/2020/10/20/police-state-

ment-madush/.
16 Daily FT, “Madush Wife Demands Probe,” September 2025, https://www.ft.1k/front-page/Madush-wife-demands-fresh-probe/14-789012.html.




HTHHD:  HIOH6T Fewd FIaubHFds GBmelwsd @GHUHHeT LB (PHBWIDTET  PSHTTRISmENT  DLP-
5PH , FEHUTUIHS HELAIHMENL LTHISTHGWD aumlilienu eupmisugl. 2024, mHaubufled @@ B ILDIBLD
, elFmTyenenissl OHTLTuTer (LpeiBaBm Blbmads@d 2 HHTallLEH, BH OHTLFFFumer D UIe|Hen6NTd
Glulk 3% i

wafls o fleovwse sdsb: BFH @M WPHHWWTE FTLFmw SmHUTESW m oHefleurer Fl L HHBELI
UBLOUTe OFBTene0 PG, BH DTF HTaUedled 2 66N (PHSWSHHIID ITUIhHS MEHBEHEEH RHBGSLD
SIUTWIRIGEST  61(HHSHIHHTL_ (HBSMBSEI.

I9RIGIGI 60&HE

Tinkering Lasantha

Hararanf: Gomel suTemIBs 0FHSH, LIWeTOLIWT 19BISFB 60FheH, GBE LTHTESHH D CBTEMEVH6IT, LOTL QL]
LeTD LIB&HSH60 OBMILD GHLOLIGD eUT(PeHB USUIQIBHBIL 65T QHTLFLML U @H Q(OMISMOSSLILIL L  GHBBF
CewBum’_Lmengres @Gmm Frl iU’ Lry. ey 2021, GQFl6Lbuy 3 i@l wrHHempuisd Gumily uTgsTen
2 0% BHUITeN iblev LigFeiien Gaml ipuwiBamer (Feitemaget Fidhs) elaiLauflen LGOETemsoUNeT (pdHBSw FH6-
H& [BUT peur].”

&mva Had: 2021, BeubLT 25 (BLeugHmGUler GuUTEH &SLULLLTT OFewld Heubuy 26 Sieiml 2 migh
O Fuwiiul’ L g).

BLID: HEHHHIMBEHEGS DHSIQIGTeN HWSLD LGS

awmsbled aying elanfing: 60FHSH BHOUDLT 25 DB HeEhHHMBL LNfleyd @GBmU Lsvermulall Lflelemmed snag
Qe B , WMBHEH MAUBHBLILL L HUIHBIGMET & HMIPHHIF GFe0VILILLTT. DieUT HILUTHESUWIT6L
SNTHMENSH HTHBWHTHL GUTederon] OHflelsHmeny. SHen alensnalTd gBLL L HINLUTEHF Gl 1960 6]
Q@amevevLILILLT."

Haofibsd Balaornguianals
* @bs aleuflii] wHOG WBHBID HTTH AIPHGHH60L 2 6enengll GUTeLBal 2 6iTeNgl. & lDHlemsvdeiiled 61hHd

17 The Morning, “Court Orders Madush Investigation Report,” November 2024, https://www.themorning.lk/articles/2q3r4tsy6uzi8ogpoais2d3f-
4g5h6j7k8lozo.

18 Sunday Times, “Tinkering Lasantha Linked to Sunshine Sudda Murder,” September 2021, https://www.sundaytimes.lk/210905/news/tinker-
ing-lasanthas-links-456789.html.

19 Hiru News, “Police Version of Lasantha Death,” November 25, 2021, http://www.hirunews.lk/english/2345678-lasanth-death-police.



TBILTHLD  @606M60V.

* I hG HTausls0 QBTeLeVLILIGITT 6160l DiauTdHl FL L HHTeni BASL-GL 1b oiFsFHmad CeuefiLGhHaul®mbeHTy.
Bbs (eS| LiBdsenidslLL L gl.>

* wjSHBEGU oS AEFGRHSH0 GiiSS Fups ABEMSSET SHHSELTSIID, THSEMIT®H HHHSIMB
GeuaflILIEnL S H6TeMOBWIT DisvevEHI FHWTHe eNFTTenaSCent OHTLILILIL alls0ensv.

* Obs BLeNgHMmS Comuryemer @evsomo@suBu Fm FeeT @evevTd @ CHTMEOHTTL LGH U BLHHHI.

el 2 flewindeT HTHHD: BbH QIPHEH, MBHBEHHEG HTTE 2 UulFhOHTeLsnId FhaHuler (LpenMUITeT
Uwierumenl. 2 mINIUGSHHISBH. S 1 Buwmwwrer  elgFmyensor 2 [fleniossmen ISBISEBHI. leujend Send
“FlLHABGL  Upbumer Gsmeneouls DiGHHmen  DIDFRIBMmeTUD.  CaTamiBeiieng oaimp  alaflbssl |
Gaud Gumellerd om HFUFlL D elendadhemndhd Gamfluig.”

2_mas®anT [igafld AIDEDET IDL6D)

petild GILD6VSHT  LDL|6V

Herarani: (1960115 OILDEVEI LOLIGY), 2 ([ 2eum 6lediml SSlwLl L] , G@&Tapwllen UBhSTL UGS Heris0 S
HOpFHW GsTeitemen , Gamemsv , WOFLIgll LewID LMIGHFHE0 OBHBID GHLDLSD HeMevenld HEHUleIBmled GmmLD
FTLLOUCL @ @ememul Sueumed LIJL6Y LTHTen 2 6086 BUITH SHHSTI. DieuJ L0 UIBHeNTHdS Hb-
Uysh srelslled @b ebSHIeTenTy, Gend Gsmsveolil L 1oBm  GBpeurelldenter Frowleien CBHhIsIL
gl Lmeflmseald QmbaHTT.>

&nhy Had: 2021, G 11.
&L OHTIpWLIeT LUBBHSTL LUGHwrer Hhoeev.

aumsbled Hiny aleufing: LLMBHH MAUSSILLL HYUIHHIBMENT ReVHEG MUHD @@ 0L BLOIGHNBHHTH
2 1 egeaum HHULS HTausllsd QHHH HMPHHIF GFe0s0LILILLTT. Dau] HULNHS (PWSIBHTEHD , DAHHT-
fleeil 16& HIILTESF &b BLSHWSTHD GuTedervt] OFHflalsHsany. R HIUTEHEF &L 19BEG HaGHHSH,
SILUTHEF G 1960 Sjeuf Gameveoli L my.>

Hauofibsd Balaorguianals
* SR (PpH6e0 [HI6T GelsTener Caialed AMPHHIF OF6L6OILL L HTHH FnBlll LEH. SBFH Sevmimnasuied
BLHH60BEHL 6T OHTLILOL W @@ HHHGITUTLID PG>

20 Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Lawyer’s Fears for Lasantha, November 2021, https://www.basl.lk/circulars/2021/11/25/lasantha-fears/.
21 Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Statement on Lasantha Killing, November 2021, https://www.basl.Ik/circulars/2021/11/26/lasantha-statement/.
22 Lankadeepa, “Uru Juwa Background,” May 2021, https://www.lankadeepa.lk/top_stories/uru-juwa-profile/12-345678.

23 News 1st, “Uru Juwa Killed in Shootout,” May 11, 2021, https://newsfirst.lk/2021/05/11/uru-juwa-shootout.
24 Groundviews, “White Van Abductions in Sri Lanka,” 2021, https://groundviews.org/2021/05/12/white-van-uru-juwa/.




*  swng e FTLFHel evevdH alifleumen HL Wiy SHmeEHei sigia|d OeusMui L 6ilsbensv.
* HBUUS BHTEIEL OFeIHIG6T6 algaihmbd GBIUGaH apsoid, BASL srrseaie GQsrensoul et Rbs
FIOUNHHMGID HewiLed OHflelldhHaH!.>

ardbsb:  QHHF Foued, GBBeTeflEmend HewlgliLendd HMTULSBHTS  GUTESeTT  DisuTEHemeN
LD 6001 H6WIL_6medT  [HlemmCauBmIeNsHTd 2 6ien  CQUTHIDGSH66  eTemienHend alslILIBHH WIS, 2 W OBBID
BBHHT Slenellevren GHBmeuTeilds @meusnIujld Q& UTHHHH. BB Gusd 2 mitiieargsst @& Cumeims
FIDLIQIBIBEHHE Dlehd HAIDOIBLI LITGHISTINL  [HTIQ60T].

wafls o fowss rdsb: QH FULSHBGU UBLUTET OHTNDHE DAMNHH MHEHBEHD LITHHHUILL HInlgUl
Heiemoenll QW BIHHIBBH. DHl HOIIULL FHHSHTID OBBID QITDHMS 2 _Flenlosenen LEBISIBEI.

SHAT [TITOT60

Indra Ranala

ot (QbhHNe0 Uy GLomy), Lswerouw] RbFHT (amsaibaistensouilst 2 eitem Fermev LIGHUIedmhaE!
QUBHAIT), BTV L LTHTEN 2 _605dH HeMeVIJTe FTDWele @GmMmD FTU LUl L Fnedlilshl  LDBBID
SLTHB ST peury. @euf Lev GBETemevHslT, WOPLIgll Lewid USHHe0 Bmid Cem@rruiler &L gaHev
B WBBISHBTHSH CHL LB 6ubHTT. Gosuid 2020, Her0Ll 27 Si6iiml CUTEDHUICUTHST m6UHHHHHBHMTHEH
mBH O FuILIILIL LT

Snbs Hoh: 2020 SBeL 28
&Lib: Hous(pel, Ged LDTEHTEmID

aumsiled iy alarfiing: Houspar GUTele HeneowihHHed SHTeusded RHHHCUTH, SHAHT @ CUPHBLOTENT
Cargpemen BLoUGHMBUTS CUTH e GuTedlery HmaervLLilenend &pHMme OBfldbaid SHULNES (PWSTBSHTHES
GBBID FTULUULL Gl AHBTHHNT SHBHTUHBTE DUDTF &l L 60ry.>

Hoeldhd  Galemguiene:

* QM UTHISTUUTET BeNeOWF Flpeled [BLHSHHTHS FapluBD SUNSGD wpwwBdulsr Curgl suwimge
Fr_FB6lT  B(HHBNT60M6V.

°* QhsHF FOUAGHHE Qubsalulsd GHBlhbal SLWailwisd GeuailILmL HHeTenD E)s060TEmLD.

*  BBauFsmenl  BumevBeu, gmowisT  euemeLLILT&IEd  FIDLBSLILLL  Blevenalulled 2 66l 61D EHH6N
el FTreneruNenns eLpL CILIL L 63T,

* aH CFUWILLL @M BTel HWHHH RF Fbueud BLBH GBI, @WsiIgnl 19@ul UL LOL UL L HBHmen
FHBHemsman eT(pLILTWLIG].

STHBID: DIQUTH! LOJ6WID FMIOWIST GLDLISOL OHTLTUTE NFTTenemideme BHBIHHUWSHIL 651 LITFH&SUILL L el &Herfled

25 Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Condemnation of Uru Juwa Killing, May 2021, https //www.basl. lch1rcularsZ2021(05112Zuru Juwa- -statement/.
26 Ceylon Today ‘Indra Ranala Arrested,” August 27,2020, https: 1 .k/index.ph icle&id .

27 Daily News, “Police Report on Indra Death,” August 28, 2020, http://www.dailynews. lk/ 2020/08/28/indra-police-report.




GBIURIBEHEHGHID HAIDGIBRIGEHHEGHID HenLbd Ceuewigul HAENUILD LDBISHHSHI.
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Sri Lanka has experienced a troubling surge in custodial deaths and extrajudicial executions
targeting alleged underworld figures, particularly between 2020 and 2021. High-profile
detainees, including Kosgoda Tharaka (Dharmakeerthi Tharaka Perera Wijesekera),
Makandure Madush (Samarasinghe Arachchige Madush Lakshitha), Tinkering Lasantha
(Hewa Lunuge Lasantha), Uru Juwa (Dineth Melon Mabula), and Indra (Indunil Vajira
Kumara), were all killed while in state custody, often under strikingly similar circumstances.
Police accounts consistently describe these incidents as occurring during operations to recover
hidden weapons or contraband, where the suspects allegedly attempted to escape or attack
officers, leading to lethal force.
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